A.R. Arena Products Inc. Broadens and Enhances Container Pooling Service for Dairy Market

Company Builds on Long History and Experience in Servicing Dairy Industry

ROCHESTER, NY. , April 18, 2007 – A.R. Arena Products Inc., which launched the first reusable plastic container pooling business, is broadening and expanding its popular fleet service to the cheese industry, it was announced today at the Wisconsin Cheese Industry Conference. 

Arena Products launched Arena Fleet Services (AFS), the first reusable plastic container pooling business in North America, in 1993.  AFS was established by Arena to better service dairy and other customers using its intermediate bulk liquid shipping container – the Arena 330 Shipper.  By establishing the pooling service, Arena eliminated two common barriers to conversion from one-way containers to reusable ones in the dairy industry:

· Capital appropriation for reusable containers; and 

· Container management including tracking and control, cleaning, reverse logistics, and maintenance. 

Arena Products also commercialized the Atlas 640 Shipper, the first all-plastic container, for molding, storing, and shipping cheddar and other American styles of cheese, in 1990. For many years, the cheese producers that used Arena’s Atlas 640 Cheese Shippers invested in the washing equipment themselves, and operated their own fleets for shipping product primarily to internally owned and operated cut-and-wrap facilities. The Atlas Shipper has been used very successfully in these applications where the cheese is produced and packaged within the same company.  

However, today many cheese producers ship their cheese to independent cut-and-wrap operations. This transfer of ownership of the bulk cheese makes it more difficult for either party to invest in and operate a pool of Atlas 640 Shippers, the industry’s only all-plastic cheese container. 
In 2005, Arena began to remove these obstacles by broadening its existing pooling service to include the Atlas 640 shipper for the cheese industry.  This expansion required development and investment in a state-of-the-art washing line and opening of a new service center in the Midwest.

“We have a long history of successfully managing all the components involved in pooling, including effective asset management and stringent cleaning requirements, for containers that come into direct contact with dairy products,” said Mike Brunhuber, vice president of Arena Products.  “Bringing this service to our customers in the cheese industry was a natural progression for us, and it has been very well received.”
In addition to its years of experience, Arena brings another competitive edge to the business. The company has created a sophisticated software tracking application to make sure that containers are always clean and available to customers when they need them.

“Customers demand a ready supply of clean, damage-free containers to meet their ever changing production requirements on a Just-in-Time basis,” emphasized Brunhuber. “We applied our 15 years of experience in the pooling business to create state-of-the-art tracking software that analyzes all the components of the distribution cycle, and allows us to identify any roadblocks.  As a result, we can provide customers with a successful reusable container program that keeps asset utilization high and attrition low. “

Arena currently has an Atlas 640 Cheese Shipper washing and distribution center in the Midwest. Plans are under way to open additional service centers in regions of the country close to major cheese producers in order to minimize freight charges and meet expanding demands for the service.

About the Atlas 640 Shipper

The Atlas 640 Shipper from Arena Products is the most innovative, cost-effective cheese container on the market today. Designed to replace wax coated wood as well as stainless steel cheese containers, the Atlas features a revolutionary knock-down design and tough engineering plastic construction that may actually change the way people think about making cheese. 
Among the many advantages of the 690-pound, 80-gallon-capacity Atlas are: 

· Significant trim scrap reduction

· Elimination of refurbishing 

· USDA approval 

· Reduced shipping costs 

· Improved sanitation 

· Less banding required 

· Fewer components to handle 

· Quicker cooling
· 100% recyclable plastic
About A.R. Arena Products Inc.
A.R. Arena Products, Inc. designs, manufactures, and markets large, reusable
structural plastic products for storage and transportation of food and
chemical products. Its products are designed to be innovative,
environmentally friendly, and cost effective. They are also designed to
provide productivity improvements along with high functionality and
structural performance in the markets served. The company, located in
Rochester, NY, also provides sales, rental, leasing and logistics, and
maintenance service for its products. For more information, visit
www.arenaproducts.com or call 1.800.836.2528. 
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