
ARENA PRODUCTS INTRODUCES BOTTOM DISCHARGE 
BLOWFISH™ AIR-EVAC® SYSTEM AT PACKEXPO

System Maximizes Discharge of High-Viscosity Products


ROCHESTER, NY, June 18, 2007 -  Arena Products will demonstrate its Blowfish™ Air-Evac® system for the efficient, sanitary, and ergonomic bottom discharge of high-viscosity products at PACKEXPO, it was announced today.  

The Blowfish Air-Evac system is a unique bag technology that dramatically increases the amount of high-viscosity fluids that can be extracted from bag-in-box intermediate bulk containers (IBCs). Arena will exhibit the product at PACKEXPO Oct. 15-17 in Las Vegas, booth # 5428.

The patented, hands-free system is vastly different from conventional methods of emptying liquid from bag-in-box liners. The system works by replacing the volume of liquid pumped out of the inner chamber of the bag with shop air introduced to chambers on the outside of the bag.  The inflating air chambers push the liquid content toward the bottom drain. Air volume is increased as the liquid content decreases. As product pools around the drain opening, it can be easily pumped out, enabling the Air-Evac to
achieve very low residual levels, virtually eliminating waste. The shop air does not come in to direct contact with the bag contents, preventing product contamination.  

The bottom discharge feature of the Blowfish is specially suited to viscous products such as lotions and gels that typically leave a high residual.. The Starfish liner is available for top discharging. 

“The BlowFish version of our Air-Evac bag technology has produced great return on investment for our customers.  It can be easily integrated into existing processing lines set up for bottom discharge of other tanks and IBCs.  A suitable source of plant air is usually handy and existing pumps often work well with this bag technology.  The result is much lower residual levels with less labor and minimal investment – a no lose proposition,” said Mike Brunhuber, vice president of Arena Products.  

Friendly Ice Cream Corporation is currently using the BlowFish Air-Evac liner along with the Arena 330 Shipper™, a collapsible IBC liquid storage and shipping container. Friendly’s pumps its fudge and pineapple toppings from 600-gallon kettles into the Arena Blowfish Air-Evac bags, which hold about 300 gallons each. The Blowfish bags, which are nestled in the Arena 330 Shipper, are then stored in the anteroom. When needed, the Arena Shippers are easily and safely delivered to work centers where the thick ingredients are added to ice cream products. 

“Safety is number one at Friendly’s and the Arena system has eliminated the potential safety hazards of our steel tanks. We’ve also improved sanitation and decreased our manual labor. We are very pleased with the system,” said Jim Perry, business unit supervisor at the Friendly’s plant in Massachusetts. 

The automated system from Arena Products does not require manual intervention or monitoring. The Air-Evac liner alerts operators when the contents of the bag are nearly emptied, eliminating the need for constant monitoring. Residual levels are generally reduced by over 50%, increasing yield while reducing the cost and environmental impact of solid waste.  Also, the inexpensive Air-Evac system eliminates the need for bag wringing or scraping.

 
The Air-Evac liners are available for use with the Arena 330 Shipper and can be produced to fit a variety of intermediate bulk containers. The bag technology is already being used successfully to extract mayonnaise, caramel, ice cream mixes and flavorings, tooth paste, hand lotion, and other high viscosity products.  The potential markets for the application include dairy, beverage, dressings and condiments, health and beauty aids, confectionaries, and chemicals.

Blowfish Product Specifications:
Weight: 6 lb.
Capacity: Nominal 3000 lb,
Size: 330 gallon liquid liner
Air Requirements: Shop air @ 60-80 psi input 

About A.R. Arena Products Inc.
A.R. Arena Products, Inc. designs, manufactures, and markets large, reusable
structural plastic products for storage and transportation of food and
chemical products. Its products are designed to be innovative,
environmentally friendly, and cost effective. They are also designed to
provide productivity improvements along with high functionality and
structural performance in the markets served. The company, located in
Rochester, NY, also provides sales, rental, leasing and logistics, and
maintenance service for its products. For more information, visit
www.arenaproducts.com or call 1.800.836.2528. 
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